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Author: Nahum, of the city of Elkoh (Elkosh), of which there are four traditional locations assigned to 
this place.1

• A city on the left bank of the Tigris with a similar name
• A town in Galilee
• Capernaum, which literally means “village of Nahum”
• A city in southern Judea, in the territory of Simeon, which is the most favored of the four 

because of the focus of the message

The name Nahum is only used twice in the bible, here and in Luke 3:25, where it refers to a person in
the genealogy of Jesus of Nazareth.  It is likely that they are not the same person since he is only 10 
generations removed from Jesus’ birth.  His name means “consolation” or “consoler” which is 
symbolic of his message.2

Date: Dating the book of Nahum is estimated by the mention of two specific events in the text.  First, 
the fall of Thebes  of Egypt (No-amon in the text, 3:8-10) in 663 BC to the Assyrians, whose capital 
was Nineveh.  Second, the future fall of Nineveh (1:1; 2:8; 3:7) in 612 BC to the Babylonians.3  It is 
only my opinion but the former could simply be a historical reference and the actual writing took 
place closer to the fall of Nineveh, since it is the major focus of the book.

Occasion: Nahum is writing to the southern kingdom of Judah about the coming destruction of 
Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, who was the regional military and political dominant force at the 
time.  The people of Judah had witnessed the northern tribes being conquered and horribly 
mistreated by the Assyrians and their subsequent relocation to foreign cities and the repopulation of 
the Israelite cities with people of foreign origin (2 Kings 17) in 722 BC.  After that, Assyria also sought 
to expand into Judah, Egypt, and beyond.

Manasseh would have been king in Judah (696-643 BC) when Thebes of Egypt fell in 663 BC and while 
Judah and much of the region was falling under Assyrian control.  Josiah would have been king in 
Judah (640-609 BC) during which the fall of Nineveh would have occurred in 612 BC to the Babylonians 
at which time the capital was moved west to Harran.4  A few years later Josiah was killed in a battle 
with Pharaoh Neco of Egypt who was rebelling against Assyria (2 Kings 23:28-30).5

This was also a time when many reforms were taking place in the land at the leadership of Josiah 
after the book of the Law was found in the temple while repairs were being made and it was read to 
Josiah.  In spite of the many reforms that Josiah performed, God had determined that Judah would 
suffer the same fate as their northern tribal brothers (2 Kings 23:26-27) because of Manasseh’s early 
allowance and participation in idolatry.

Summary: Nahum begins with a general description of God’s patient withholding of His wrath which 
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will come as swift as the forces of nature when the time is right for executing His judgment on the 
Assyrian Empire, whose capital is Nineveh.  Nahum then give a more detailed those who conquer 
them and how complete the destruction will be.  The message of Nineveh’s destruction continues, in 
which Nahum uses the example of the defeat of Egypt at Thebes and beyond as an example of what 
will happen to them.  Finally, he concludes by remarking how even though they had expanded their 
power and influence, there would be great rejoicing at the announcement of the cities destruction.
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