
Parental Advice to a Maturing Child

Proverbs 6

Group1 C V Description

Parental
Counsel

6

1-5 Resolving issues resulting from poor judgment

6-11 Being lazy won’t put food in your mouth

12-15 Being a troublemaker will bring a swift calamity

16-19 7 things the Lord hates

20-35 Adultery never truly satisfies and wreaks havoc in lives

Themes in the Chapter2 Family, Outreach, Sin

Reflections

The writer here again writes to impart some parental wisdom to their child.

Questions

1. What is the first topic the writer discusses and what actions does he propose to resolve the 
matter? V1-5

2. What does the writer suggest a person should consider as an example and what reason does he 
give for the suggestion? V6-11

3. Who does the writer next ask his child to consider and why? V12-15

4. What are the six / seven things that the Lord hates? V16-19

5. What is the last concern that the writer address in his instructions to his child? V20-35

6. What reasons does the writer give for heeding the advice that he is giving? V20-23

7. What warning does the writer give to their child concerning adultery? V24-25

8. What will be the result of engaging the services of a prostitute or committing adultery with 
someone? V26

9. What illustration does the writer use to describe the effects of adultery? V27-29

10. What does the writer say about a particular type of thief? V30-31

11. How does the writer describe the possible results of the one who pursues the sin of adultery? 
V32-33

12. What final warning does the writer give for not committing the sin of adultery? V34-35

Conclusion

Practical advice is given regarding resolving conflict, being industrious, integrity of actions, righteous 
living, and shunning adultery and sexual promiscuity.

1 (NASB) “Group” column from the headings in the NASB text.
2 (Full Color Bible) Theme suggestions without references to allow the reader to discover them in 

their reading.

James Swanson 1 Created: 12/01/2016; Updated: 12/05/2016

StudyTheBook.org



Parental Advice to a Maturing Child

There and Then: Here and Now
Answer the questions below as you reflect on your own life and this part of our study3: my LOG vs 
others SPECK.  Here are some possible responses I’ve identified from the text that might apply to 
anyone.

S – Are there sins for me to avoid or confess?
•

P – Are there promises from God for me to claim?
•

E – Are there examples for me to follow or avoid?
•

C – Are there commands for me to obey?
•

K – How has this passage increased my knowledge about God / Jesus / Holy Spirit?
•

3 Navigator Bible Study Handbook (The Navigators), with additions & Matthew 7:1-5.
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Response to Questions

1. This section deals with resolving conflicts that resulted from making agreements with others 
and not being able to meet the expectations of the other party.  Sometimes these agreements 
are made in the heat of the moment which probably wouldn’t have been made if more 
consideration had been given to the subject.  The writer offers the following advice for 
resolving the ensuing conflict: approach the other party in humility and don’t delay in seeking 
to resolve the matter.  The sooner a matter is resolved the better.

2. The writer promotes the ant as an example of industriousness that should be considered.  The 
characteristics he points out that should be observed are a self-reliant mindset and the need 
for planning for the future.  The flies in the face of the attitude of entitlement that seem so 
prevalent in the world today.  The reason given for this is that if a person is lazy or delays in 
doing something, poverty and hunger awaits them.

Also, God never promotes the attitude of waiting and doing nothing.  From the very beginning, 
when God created man in His image and He also gave them the task of taking care of and 
managing His creation.  It was only after the original sin that this task became laborious.

Genesis 1:26-27 NASB  Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, 
according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over 
the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth."  27  God created man in His own 
image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.

Genesis 3:17-19 NASB  Then to Adam He said, "Because you have listened to the
voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded 
you, saying, 'You shall not eat from it'; Cursed is the ground because of you; In 
toil you will eat of it All the days of your life.  18  "Both thorns and thistles it 
shall grow for you; And you will eat the plants of the field;  19  By the sweat of 
your face You will eat bread, Till you return to the ground, Because from it you 
were taken; For you are dust, And to dust you shall return."

Self-reliance does not mean that we should shun partnerships that can multiply our efforts 
resulting in an increase or that we should depend on God for His provision.  God promises to aid
those who are faithful to Him but Jesus also reminds us that God sends the rain on the just and 
the unjust so that each may benefit from them.

Matthew 5:43-48 NASB  "You have heard that it was said, 'YOU SHALL LOVE 
YOUR NEIGHBOR and hate your enemy.'  44  "But I say to you, love your enemies
and pray for those who persecute you,  45  so that you may be sons of your 
Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, 
and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  46  "For if you love those 
who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the 
same?  47  "If you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than 
others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?  48  "Therefore you are to be 
perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

As Christians we are to seek mutually beneficial activities and help others who are in need, 
especially those who are fellow Christians.

Acts 2:42-47 NASB  They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' 
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  43  
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Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs were taking 
place through the apostles.  44  And all those who had believed were together 
and had all things in common;  45  and they began selling their property and 
possessions and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need.  46  
Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from 
house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and 
sincerity of heart,  47  praising God and having favor with all the people. And 
the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved.

Galatians 6:1-10 NASB  Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you 
who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking 
to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.  2  Bear one another's 
burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ.  3  For if anyone thinks he is 
something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.  4  But each one must 
examine his own work, and then he will have reason for boasting in regard to 
himself alone, and not in regard to another.  5  For each one will bear his own 
load.  6  The one who is taught the word is to share all good things with the 
one who teaches him.  7  Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever
a man sows, this he will also reap.  8  For the one who sows to his own flesh 
will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will 
from the Spirit reap eternal life.  9  Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in 
due time we will reap if we do not grow weary.  10  So then, while we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the
household of the faith.

3. The writer points out that a worthless, wicked person is one who seeks to stir up strife and 
promotes conflict through a variety of activities.  The root cause for their actions results from 
the attitude of their heart which is focused on devising evil plans and causing strife.  This is 
attitude is probably similar to what the world was like in the days of Noah which resulted in 
God’s great disappointment with His creation.

Genesis 6:5-7 NASB  Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great 
on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually.  6  The LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He
was grieved in His heart.  7  The LORD said, "I will blot out man whom I have 
created from the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and 
to birds of the sky; for I am sorry that I have made them."

We also know that the last days before Christ’s second coming will be similar to the time of 
Noah.

Matthew 24:36-39 NASB  "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.  37  "For the coming of the
Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah.  38  "For as in those days before 
the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until 
the day that Noah entered the ark,  39  and they did not understand until the 
flood came and took them all away; so will the coming of the Son of Man be.

While someone might think that they are able to manipulate people without impunity for a 
time, however if their actions continue they will experience calamity and often at an 
unexpected time, from which no hope of recovery is possible.

Truly, this is an attitude and lifestyle to be avoided.
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4. The section is connected to the preceding one because the activities described would certainly 
be employed by the worthless, wicked person.  The activities that the Lord hates are

◦ Pride—haughty eyes (excessively prideful attitude shown in treating others)
◦ Falsehood—lying tongue
◦ Murder—hands that shed innocent blood
◦ Conspiracy—a heart that devises wicked plans
◦ Joy in Sinning—feet that run rapidly to evil
◦ Perjury—a false witness who utters lies
◦ Malicious Gossip, Slander—one who spreads strife among brothers

Paul in writing to the Galatians offers a similar list unrighteous attitudes and actions and a 
contrasting list attitudes the Christians should seek to cultivate in their lives.4

Galatians 5:19-21 NASB  Now the deeds of the 
flesh are evident, which are: immorality, 
impurity, sensuality,  20  idolatry, sorcery, 
enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, 
disputes, dissensions, factions,  21  envying, 
drunkenness, carousing, and things like these,
of which I forewarn you, just as I have 
forewarned you, that those who practice such 
things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

Galatians 5:22-25 NASB  But the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness,  23  gentleness, self-
control; against such things there is no law.  
24  Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have
crucified the flesh with its passions and 
desires.  25  If we live by the Spirit, let us also
walk by the Spirit.

5. This section focuses on the folly of adultery and it’s consequences.  One has to wonder why the
writer (Solomon) focuses so much on adultery in his instructions to his sons.  Could it be from 
his having 300 wives and 700 concubines?  Probably.  In Ecclesiastes, Solomon speaks of his 
indulging every kind of sexual immorality and pleasure seeking, only to be left unsatisfied.

Ecclesiastes 2:8-11 NASB  Also, I collected for myself silver and gold and the 
treasure of kings and provinces. I provided for myself male and female singers 
and the pleasures of men—many concubines.  9  Then I became great and 
increased more than all who preceded me in Jerusalem. My wisdom also stood 
by me.  10  All that my eyes desired I did not refuse them. I did not withhold 
my heart from any pleasure, for my heart was pleased because of all my labor 
and this was my reward for all my labor.  11  Thus I considered all my activities 
which my hands had done and the labor which I had exerted, and behold all 
was vanity and striving after wind and there was no profit under the sun.

6. The intended purpose of the parental instructions is to guide, watch over, and talk to the one 
who pays attention to them so that no matter where they go, what they dream about, or what 
their daily activities are they will be live righteously.

7. Beauty can be deceptive and flattering words can be used to entice someone into the sin of 
adultery.

8. Paying for sex and sexual immorality can lead to poverty and a diminished quality of life.

9. Fire in various forms which always scorches and burns.  So to the one who commits adultery 
will be burned by getting too close to the flames of burning lust.

4 (Hawker on Proverbs 6:16-19)
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10. The thief who steals food to eat when he is hungry is not despised but he is expected to make 
restitution when his thievery is found out, possibly resulting in complete bankruptcy.

11. They are lacking sense, will destroy himself, could develop physical sickness, and will be 
ashamed when his sin is found out.

12. A jealous spouse will seek legal retribution and will not be easily assuaged.

Key Words: Old Testament, Poetry/Wisdom, Proverbs, Conflict Resolution, Industriousness, Integrity, 
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