
Jesus Is Lord of the Sabbath
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Reflections

In this chapter, Jesus asks the religious leaders of His day to use a little common sense when it comes 
to keeping the Sabbath laws.  They were applying a legalistic standard that even they could not keep 
and so Jesus seeks to correct their thinking in this matter.

He does so by quoting a passage from Hosea 6:6.  This is not the first time that Jesus quoted from this 
passage while responding to the Jewish leaders and their misunderstanding of scriptures (Matthew 
9:13, 22:29;)  There are also similar references in Isaiah and Micah, who were both contemporaries of 
Hosea but were prophesying in Judah.

Isaiah 1:10-17 NASB  Hear the word of the LORD, You rulers of Sodom; Give ear to the 
instruction of our God, You people of Gomorrah.  11  "What are your multiplied 
sacrifices to Me?" Says the LORD. "I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams And the 
fat of fed cattle; And I take no pleasure in the blood of bulls, lambs or goats.  12  
"When you come to appear before Me, Who requires of you this trampling of My courts? 
13  "Bring your worthless offerings no longer, Incense is an abomination to Me. New 
moon and sabbath, the calling of assemblies-- I cannot endure iniquity and the solemn 
assembly.  14  "I hate your new moon festivals and your appointed feasts, They have 
become a burden to Me; I am weary of bearing them.  15  "So when you spread out your
hands in prayer, I will hide My eyes from you; Yes, even though you multiply prayers, I 
will not listen. Your hands are covered with blood.  16  "Wash yourselves, make 
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yourselves clean; Remove the evil of your deeds from My sight. Cease to do evil,  17  
Learn to do good; Seek justice, Reprove the ruthless, Defend the orphan, Plead for the 
widow.

Micah 6:6-8 NASB  With what shall I come to the LORD And bow myself before the God 
on high? Shall I come to Him with burnt offerings, With yearling calves?  7  Does the 
LORD take delight in thousands of rams, In ten thousand rivers of oil? Shall I present my
firstborn for my rebellious acts, The fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?  8  He has 
told you, O man, what is good; And what does the LORD require of you But to do 
justice, to love kindness, And to walk humbly with your God?

God has always wanted more than just ritual following of the law without a desire for a relationship 
with Him.  From the very beginning, God want a relationship with His creation, especially those 
created in His image.  Jesus by healing someone, especially on the Sabbath, was actually giving people 
a true sabbath rest, which was why the Sabbath was established in the first place, and restoring a 
person’s faith in God through the miracles that He performed.

Jesus pointed out that even the priests break the Sabbath while serving in the temple and the 
Pharisees themselves make provisions for rescuing animals on the Sabbath.  Men had distorted the 
purpose for the Sabbath and taken it to the extreme, thus negating the sense of rest that it was 
suppose to give.

Then the religious leaders began declaring that Jesus wasn’t performing His miracles by the power of 
God, but that the source was from Satan.  Jesus quickly exposes the flawed logic in this to the 
Pharisees and also points out that this type of blasphemy was unpardonable.  All other sins and 
blasphemes could be forgiven but not attributing the miracles of Jesus to Satan.

There is another danger that Jesus points out, the constant need for a sign.  The Pharisees were 
constantly asking for signs from Jesus even though He was always performing miracles, even in the city 
of Jerusalem and the temple area.  Yet they were unwilling to accept that His miracles were from God.

All of this revealed the true character of the Pharisees and the other religious leaders of the day, just 
as Jesus said.

Matthew 12:31-37 NASB  "Therefore I say to you, any sin and blasphemy shall be 
forgiven people, but blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be forgiven.  32  "Whoever 
speaks a word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him; but whoever speaks 
against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to 
come.  33  "Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its 
fruit bad; for the tree is known by its fruit.  34  "You brood of vipers, how can you, 
being evil, speak what is good? For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart.  
35  "The good man brings out of his good treasure what is good; and the evil man brings
out of his evil treasure what is evil.  36  "But I tell you that every careless word that 
people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day of judgment.  37  "For by 
your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned."
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