
Jesus Affirms John the Baptist and Denounces Unrepentant Cities

Matthew 11

Group1 C V Description

John's Questions

11

1 Jesus send out the twelve

2-6 John the Baptist sends some of his disciples to question Jesus if He is 
the Messiah; Jesus responds by quoting Isaiah 61

Jesus' Tribute to
John

7-15 Jesus pays tribute to John the Baptist

16-19 Jesus rebukes the people for not listening to John

The
Unrepenting

Cities
20-24 Jesus prays for the cities where he preformed miracles

Come to Me
25-27 Jesus prays thanking God the Father for His disciples

28-30 Jesus offers an easy yoke

Reflections

In the movie Pure Country,2 George Strait plays a character named Dusty, who’s response of “I guess I 
see what your sayin’” in a conversation with the grandfather of a family provokes the following from 
the grandfather.

“You guess!  Never guess.  You gotta know, I mean you gotta know what your doin’.  
‘Cause if you guess you leave yourself wide open to suggestion.  That to my mind is 
what’s wrong with this whole country.  Everybody is open to suggestion.”

In this chapter, Jesus responds to questions from John and addresses people’s concern about and 
opinion of who John really was.  Jesus also addresses a deeper concern that He saw displayed in the 
various cities where He went to preach: a fickle and unrepentant heart.  Finally, He offers to give them
knowledge they can be sure of, that can be counted on, because of from whom it comes.

Jesus has given the disciples instructions for the ministry he was sending them out to do and then He 
too goes out to preach as well. While He is traveling to different cities, John the Baptist sends two of 
his disciples to ask Jesus if He is the one.  This might seem a strange thing since he was always so sure 
of who he was and who Jesus was as well.  But you have to remember that John was imprisoned now so
I’m sure he was wanting to reaffirm what he had been preaching.

So Jesus asks the question: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see?”  He also offers three 
possible answers, the first two are quickly denounced and the last one is affirmed and expounded on.

A reed shaken by the wind?

Not answered in the text but most commentators agree that 
Jesus was trying to indicate that John was not driven by every
changing wind of opinion.3  (See other scriptures references to
reeds and being driven by the wind.)

1 (NASB) “Group” column from the headings in the NASB text.
2 (Cain)
3 (Barnes; MacDonald and Farstad; Walvoord and Zuck; Hendriksen; Clarke; Fowler; Walton et al.; 

Henry; Smith)
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But what did you go out to 
see?  A man dressed in soft 
clothing?

Those who wear soft clothing are in the kings’ palaces!

But what did you go out to 
see?  A prophet? Yes, I tell you and one who is more than a prophet.

Reeds used to show something that is weak

1 Kings 14:15 NASB  "For the LORD will strike Israel, as a reed is shaken in the water; 
and He will uproot Israel from this good land which He gave to their fathers, and will 
scatter them beyond the Euphrates River, because they have made their Asherim, 
provoking the LORD to anger.

Reeds used to show something that is undependable, in this case Egypt as an ally

2 Kings 18:20-21 NASB  "You say (but they are only empty words), 'I have counsel and 
strength for the war.' Now on whom do you rely, that you have rebelled against me?  21 
"Now behold, you rely on the staff of this crushed reed, even on Egypt; on which if a 
man leans, it will go into his hand and pierce it. So is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who 
rely on him.

Isaiah 36:5-6 NASB  "I say, 'Your counsel and strength for the war are only empty words.'
Now on whom do you rely, that you have rebelled against me?  6  "Behold, you rely on 
the staff of this crushed reed, even on Egypt, on which if a man leans, it will go into his
hand and pierce it. So is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who rely on him.

Ezekiel 29:6-7 NASB  "Then all the inhabitants of Egypt will know that I am the LORD, 
Because they have been only a staff made of reed to the house of Israel.  7  "When they
took hold of you with the hand, You broke and tore all their hands; And when they 
leaned on you, You broke and made all their loins quake."

Christians should not waver as if driven by the wind

Note: Paul is speaking of a previous desire to visit them but was unable.

2 Corinthians 1:17-18 NASB  Therefore, I was not vacillating when I intended to do this, 
was I? Or what I purpose, do I purpose according to the flesh, so that with me there will
be yes, yes and no, no at the same time?  18  But as God is faithful, our word to you is 
not yes and no.

Note: the following is especially relevant in light of verses 29-30

Ephesians 4:11-16 NASB  And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and 
some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,  12  for the equipping of the 
saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ;  13  until we all 
attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature 
man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.  14  As a 
result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried 
about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful 
scheming;  15  but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him 
who is the head, even Christ,  16  from whom the whole body, being fitted and held 
together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each 
individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.
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James 1:5-8 NASB  But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all 
generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.  6  But he must ask in 
faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven 
and tossed by the wind.  7  For that man ought not to expect that he will receive 
anything from the Lord,  8  being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.

Jesus explains that John is Elijah who was to come.  This fulfills a prophecy that Malachi gave some 400
years prior.

Malachi 4:5-6 NASB  "Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the 
coming of the great and terrible day of the LORD.  6  "He will restore the hearts of the 
fathers to their children and the hearts of the children to their fathers, so that I will 
not come and smite the land with a curse."

Other references4 to John the Baptist as a messenger going before the Messiah and was Elijah as 
expected are as follows.

Messenger: Isaiah 40:3; Malachi 3:1; Matthew 3:1-3; Mark 1:2-5; Luke 3:2-6; John 1:23

Elijah: Malachi 3:1, 4:5-6; Matthew 11:13-14, 17:10-13; Mark 9:11-13; Luke 1:16-17, 1:76-77, 
7:26-28, 9:30;

Jesus then addresses the fickle nature of the people and the unrepentant cities who refused to accept 
that Jesus was the Messiah.  They were fickle, just like a reed shaken by the wind, because they 
complained about John being too harsh and about Jesus being too willing to associate with “tax 
collectors and sinners.”  They were unrepentant because even though Jesus had taught in their 
synagogues and open spaces and performed many miracles, they still refused to follow Him.

Finally, Jesus says a prayer of thanksgiving for the disciples He has and makes an offer of a different 
yoke and a burden that is light compared to what they were currently being taught.  What was 
different about Jesus’ teaching, His gentle and humble manner but still having authority.

Sometimes we make church and Christianity way too difficult which really only turns it into a religion 
and moves out of the relationship zone.  There is a graphic floating around the internet that depicts 
this difference.  I’ll recreate it below.

4 (Smith; Torrey)
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