
There and Then: Here and Now
Answer the questions below as you reflect on your own life and this part of 
our study*: my LOG vs others SPECK
S — Is there a sin for me to avoid or confess?
P — Is there a promise from God for me to claim?
E — is there an example for me to follow?
C — Is there a command for me to obey?
K — How can this passage increase my knowledge about God / Jesus Christ
/ Holy Spirit?
Use this area to write down any thoughts you may have and to develop an 
action plan for implementing them into your life.
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Who Is Jesus? – The Gospel of John
Time Progression in John's Gospel1

Can be seen through the different feasts attended by Jesus in Jerusalem.  
There are three feasts in Jerusalem that are required to be attended (Deu 
16:16): Passover, Pentecost (50 days after Passover), and Tabernacles (after
the Day of Atonement).  Purim or Lots is from Esther.  Dedication or 
Hanukkah is from the Maccabean revolt in the 2nd Century B.C.

2:13 Passover Mar/Apr 7:2 Tabernacles Sep/Oct

5:1 Unspecified feast* Fe/Ma/Ap 10:22 Dedication Nov/Dec
6:4 Passover Mar/Apr 12:1 Passover Mar/Apr

*some think Purim but more likely Passover or Tabernacles due to repeated 
description by John (“feast of the Jews”) for them with preference given to Passover.

Chapter 2
2:1-11 – The Wedding in Cana and the first sign/miracle
 • Three days after Jesus meets Philip and Nathanael.
 • Jewish tradition required virgins to be married on Wednesday and 
widows on Thursday.  Feast was to last seven (7) days.2

 • Mary might have been involved with the planning of the wedding and 
celebration.
 • “Woman”3 is not a harsh address but an expression for a woman of any
age or a wife or fiance.  It is translated as bride (1), wife (71), wife's (1),
wives (11), woman (96), woman's (1), women (33) in the NASB.
 • The reason for the outage of wine is not given.  It would have been a 
disgrace to not have planned adequately.
 • Jesus' time or hour4: Not Yet: 2:4; 7:30; 8:20; Now Is: 12:23; 12:27; 
13:1; 17:1
 • Mary doesn't tell Jesus what to do, but that the servants should do 
whatever Jesus said to do. 
 • Jesus didn't do miracles to please others, or as here to make His 
mother happy, but for a purpose.  In this case, Jesus' disciples began to 
believe in Him as a result of this first sign/miracle.5

 • Discounts any claims in the false gospels of miracles during Jesus' 
childhood as this was His first.

2:12 – Jesus moves to Capernaum
 • Mat 4:13 NASB  and leaving Nazareth, He came and settled in 

1 (Hendriksen) on John 5:1; (Wiersbe) on John 2:13; (Stern) on John 5:1.
2 (Wiersbe) on John 2.
3 (Zhodiates, Baker, and Carpenter; Thayer; NASEC) on G1135 - γυνη - 

gunḗ.
4 (Stern) on John 2.
5 (Stern) on John 2.

  Are there principles to guide?
  Are there warnings to heed?
  Are there attitudes to adopt?
  Are there actions to take?



Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali.
 • We don't know for sure if Jesus' whole family moved there from 
Nazareth but they stayed there for a few days.

2:13-22 – First Passover and Cleansing of the Temple
 • Jesus' response to seeing the “business” being conducted in the temple
made Him angry.
 • Wiersbe6 has this to say about the location of the activity and the state 
of the nation.
 ◦ “The tragedy is that the business was carried on in the court of the 
Gentiles in the temple, the place where the Jews should have been 
meeting the Gentiles and telling them about the one true God.  Any 
gentile searching for truth would not likely find it among the religious 
merchants in the temple...The condition of the temple was a vivid 
indication of the spiritual condition of the nation.  Their religion was a 
dull routine, presided over by worldly minded men whose main desire 
was to exercise authority and get rich.”

 • This was the beginning of the conflict which led to Jesus' eventual trial 
and death, as prophesied by Jesus in His answer to the question of His 
authority to drive them out.
 ◦ “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” – not the 
physical temple but His body.
 ◦ “Herod the Great decided to replace the temple of Zerubbabel 
because it was not of the same glory as that of Solomon’s (Haggai 
2:3). Since work on Herod’s temple began in 20 or 19 B.C., 46 years 
bring the date to A.D. 27 or 28. The work on the whole temple complex 
continued until around A.D. 63. The statement of the Jews meant 
either that the sanctuary was completed in 46 years or else one phase 
had been completed.”7

 • The disciples would remember this after His resurrection – the result 
being confirmation of Jesus' word in the Scriptures.

2:23-25 – Summary of Time in Jerusalem
 • Many believed in Jesus' name as a result of the signs He was doing.
 • Jesus was wary of them; He knew what was in the heart of men.

Chapter 3
3:1-21 – Jesus Discusses New Birth with Nicodemus

1. Birth – v1-7
 • two “parents”: “Spirit of God takes the Word of God and when the 
sinner believes, imparts the life of God”8

2. The Wind – v8-13

6 (Wiersbe) on John 2.
7 (Walvoord and Zuck) on John 2:20-21. See also (Stern) on John 2:20.
8 (Wiersbe) on John 3

 • Ezekiel 37:1-14 – Ezekiel Testifies, the Spirit of God Comes and gives 
life to the bones
 • “This verse contains a wordplay which cannot be adequately 
expressed in English. The Greek word pneuma means both wind and 
Spirit. The work of the Spirit (pneuma) is invisible and mysterious like
the blowing of the wind (pneuma). Man controls neither.”9

3. The Serpent on a Pole – v14-18
 • Numbers 21:4-9 – a story of sin: Moses interceded for the people 
after God punished them for complaining against God and Moses by 
sending fiery snakes.  If the people, when they are bitten, would 
immediately look at the bronze serpent on a pole, they would be 
healed.
 • How were the people saved? By believing the word of God and 
looking to the remedy.
 • Jesus' crucifixion is the means of his glorification (John 12:23-50)
 • Comparison10: In both cases (Numbers 21 and John 3)...
 ◦ ...death threatens as a punishment for sin.
 ◦ ...it is God himself who, in his sovereign grace, provides a remedy.
 ◦ ...this remedy consists of something (or some One) which (who) 
must be lifted up, in public view.
 ◦ ...those who, with a believing heart, look unto that which (or: look 
unto the One who) is lifted up, are healed.

4. Light and Darkness – v19-21
 • Sinners, wanting to continue in their sin, are unwilling to come to the 
light of the gospel.  Coming to the light might be unpleasant, but is 
necessary to enter the kingdom of God.
 • Nicodemus eventually comes to the light – John 19:38-42.

3:22-36 – John's Last Testimony
 • Some of John's disciples were becoming concerned that Jesus was 
getting more attention than John.
 • John knew what his ministry was to be – pointing the way to Jesus' 
coming.
 • John 3:30 NASB  “He must increase, but I must decrease.”
 • Jesus' testimony is different because He is from a different place, 
above, and speaks about something that only He can speak about from 
His experience.
 • Belief in Jesus as the Son of God is essential to saving faith.
 • John 3:36 NASB  “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he 
who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides 
on him.”

9 (Walvoord and Zuck) on John 3:8.
10 (Hendriksen) on John 3.
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