
Ahab & Jezebel—An Example of An “Unequally Yoked” Marriage

1 Kings 16:29-33; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18; 1 Corinthians 7:12-16

In reading the introductory summary of Ahab's reign over the northern kingdom of Israel in 1 Kings 16: 
29-33, we see an example of what happens when a person marries another who does not worship the 
same God and how it can effect more than just that single family unit.

Here is the text in 1 Kings.

1 Kings 16:29-33 NASB
29  Now Ahab the son of Omri became king over Israel in the thirty-eighth year of 

Asa king of Judah, and Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty-two 
years.  30  Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD more than all who 
were before him.  

31  It came about, as though it had been a trivial thing for him to walk in the sins of
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he married Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of 
the Sidonians, and went to serve Baal and worshiped him.  32  So he erected an altar 
for Baal in the house of Baal which he built in Samaria.  33  Ahab also made the 
Asherah. Thus Ahab did more to provoke the LORD God of Israel than all the kings of 
Israel who were before him.

Now we see in this that Ahab wasn't really a follower of God to begin with, but in marrying Jezebel, he 
ushered in a level of idolatry that hadn't been seen before him.  The end of verse 33 truly summarizes 
it best.  “Thus Ahab did more to provoke the LORD God of Israel than all the kings of Israel who were 
before him.”

As I read this, I was reminded of the passage in 2 Corinthians 6 where Paul is describing how the 
Christian should be wise in choosing a marriage partner.  Let's look at this passage.

2 Corinthians 6:14-18 NASB
14  Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have 

righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?  15  Or what 
harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever?  
16  Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the 
living God; just as God said, 

"I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM; 
AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE.  
17  "Therefore, COME OUT FROM THEIR MIDST AND BE SEPARATE," says the Lord. 
"AND DO NOT TOUCH WHAT IS UNCLEAN; 
And I will welcome you.  
18  "And I will be a father to you, 
And you shall be sons and daughters to Me," Says the Lord Almighty.

Just as Jezebel led Ahab into greater sins of idolatry than any other king of Israel prior to him, so to an 
unchristian spouse can potentially lead a Christian astray from following after God and introduce ideas 
that are contrary to the truths found in God's word.

Of course we can't forget Paul's teaching to the Corinthians regarding those who are already married to 
an unbelieving spouse in 1 Corinthians 7.

1 Corinthians 7:12-16 NASB
12  But to the rest I say, not the Lord, that if any brother has a wife who is an 

unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, he must not divorce her.  13  And a 
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woman who has an unbelieving husband, and he consents to live with her, she must not 
send her husband away.  14  For the unbelieving husband is sanctified through his wife, 
and the unbelieving wife is sanctified through her believing husband; for otherwise 
your children are unclean, but now they are holy.  15  Yet if the unbelieving one leaves,
let him leave; the brother or the sister is not under bondage in such cases, but God has 
called us to peace.  16  For how do you know, O wife, whether you will save your 
husband? Or how do you know, O husband, whether you will save your wife?

I think that the key verse in this passage is in verse 16 with regard to those married to an unbeliever. 
“For how do you know, O wife, whether you will save your husband? Or how do you know, O husband, 
whether you will save your wife?”

Remember, God can work miracles in the lives of people and your unbelieving spouse can be saved yet. 
Don't give up hope!
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