
Revelation - Outline

Author: John, the apostle. (1:1; 22:8)1

Date: AD 90, near the end of his life.

Occasion: John is on the Isle of Patmos as a prisoner and while there he has a vision.  It is given for a 
specific purpose as outlined in 1:19 and then repeated in 22:6.

Revelation 1:19 NASB  "Therefore write the things which you have seen, and the things 
which are, and the things which will take place after these things.

Revelation 22:6 NASB  And he said to me, "These words are faithful and true"; and the 
Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent His angel to show to His bond-
servants the things which must soon take place.

Summary: Many symbolic images are given to describe the war waged by Satan against God’s faithful 
people, both the Jews and of Jesus and His followers.  In it are descriptions of wars, plagues, natural 
and supernatural disasters, and a spiritual battle between good and evil in the person’s of Jesus and 
His faithful ones and Satan and his followers.  It describes some of the deceptive things done by Satan
and his false prophets to lead people astray and the ultimate victory that is accomplished by Jesus at 
the defeat of Satan.  This final victory will result in God establishing a new heaven, a new earth, and 
a new Jerusalem, His holy city, in which He will dwell with His people, giving them their final rest.

Division2 Group3 C V Description

“Things
which
you
have
seen”

The
Revelation of
Jesus Christ

1

1-3 Introduction

Message to
the Seven
Churches

4-7 John's Greeting

8 God's Self-Declaration

The Patmos
Vision

9-11 John's Vision on Patmos

12-16 Vision of Jesus

17-20 Jesus Speaks to John

“Things
which
are”

Letters to the
Seven

Churches

2

1-7 Message to Ephesus

8-11 Message to Smyrna

12-17 Message to Pergamum

18-29 Message to Thyatira

3

1-6 Message to Sardis

7-13 Message to Philadelphia

14-22 Message to Laodicea

1 (Galan et al. 260–266)
2 From Revelation 1:19;  See also (Walvoord and Zuck; MacDonald and Farstad; Kistemaker; 

Tomlinson; Strauss; Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown) 
3 (NASB) “Group” column from the headings in the NASB text.
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Division Group C V Description

“Things
which
will
take
place
after
these

things”

Scene in
Heaven

4

1-4 John's Vision

The Throne
and Worshipof
the Creator

5-11 God is Worshiped

The Book with
Seven Seals

5

1-5 The Lion, who is the only one worthy to open the book

6-10
The Lamb standing before God; A new song: Worthy is the 

Lamb

Angels Exalt
the Lamb 11-14 Angels and every created thing worshiping the Lamb

The First 6
Seals are
Broken

6

1-2 The First Seal—Rider on White Horse—Conqueror 

3-4 The Second Seal—Rider on Red Horse—War

5-6 The Third Seal—Rider on Black Horse—Famine

7-8 The Fourth Seal—Rider on Ashen Horse—Death

9-11 The Fifth Seal—Martyrs given a white robe

12-17
The Sixth Seal—Terror—earthquakes, darkened sun, red moon, 

and falling stars

An Interlude

7

1-3 Angel holding back the four winds allowed the harm the earth 
and sea but with restrictions

The 144,000 4-8 The sealed ones from the tribes of Israel

A Multitude
from the

Tribulation

9-10a A white robed, multi-national throng before the throne of the 
Lamb

10b-11 Their worship of the Lamb

12 The angels worship God

13-17 One of the elders explains who the throng is and what their 
future will be like

The Seventh
Seal
 — 

The Trumpets

8

1-2 Silence in heaven for half an hour when the seventh seal is 
broken

3-5 A golden censor, filled with incense (prayers of the saints), is 
thrown to the earth

6 The seven angels with the trumpets prepare to sound

7
The First Trumpet—hail and fire mixed with blood thrown to 

the earth—1/3 of the earth burned: 1/3 of trees and green 
grass

8-9
The Second Trumpet—A “great mountain” burning with fire is 

thrown into the sea—1/3 of the sea became blood, 1/3 of 
sea creatures died, and 1/3 of all ships destroyed
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Division Group C V Description

10-11
The Third Trumpet—A “great star” fell from heaven, burning 

like a torch—1/3 of the rivers and springs became wormwood
and many died because of the bitter water

12 The Fourth Trumpet—1/3 of the sun, moon, and stars were 
struck—they were darkened during the day and night

13 An eagle flying in Heaven declaring “Woe, woe, woe...” 
before the final three trumpets (3 woes)

The Fifth
Trumpet—The
Bottomless Pit

9

1-6
The Fifth Trumpet—a star falls from heaven and is given the 

key to the bottomless pit—locusts are released on the earth 
for 5 months, people must receive the mark of the beast

7-11 The appearance of the locusts described; their king’s name is 
Abaddon (Hebrew) or Apollyon (Greek)

12 1st Woe: The first woe is past; two woes remain

The Sixth
Trumpet—

Army from the
East

13-19
The Sixth Trumpet—Four angels bound at the Euphrates 

released with their armies who will kill 1/3 of all mankind, 
and 1/3 of mankind killed by plagues

20-21 The survivors fail to repent of their idolatry and immorality

The Angel and
the Little

Book
10

1-7 A strong angel is given a little book and he declares that the 
mystery of God will be finished when the 7th trumpet sounds

8-11
John eats the little book, as he is told to do, then is told to 

prophesy

The Two
Witnesses

11 1-6 The Two Witnesses prophesying in the holy city

7-10
The beast will make war with the two witnesses and they are 

killed and their bodies will be displayed in Jerusalem, which 
will cause the people to celebrate

11-13

The two witnesses are revived by God after 3½ days and 
ascend to heaven; 1/10 of the city destroyed by the 
accompanying earthquake and 7,000 people killed—God is 
then glorified

14 2nd Woe is past, and the 3rd is coming quickly

The Seventh
Trumpet—

Christ’s Reign
Foreseen

15a The Seventh Trumpet—loud voices in heaven, declaring...

15b-16 Christ is declared king of all the nations of the world and is 
worshiped by the 24 elders, saying...

1718 Thanks given for the beginning of His reign when His saints 
will be rewarded and the others punished

19 Lightning and thunder from the ark of His covenant in the 
temple of God in heaven along with an earthquake and a 
great hailstorm
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Division Group C V Description

The Woman,
Israel

12

1-2 The Woman (Israel)

The Red
Dragon, Satan 3-4 The Red Dragon (Satan)

The Male
Child, Christ 5-6 The Child (Jesus)

The Angel,
Michael

7-9 The Angel, Michael, Wars with the Dragon (Satan)

10-12 A voice declares victory in heaven (Woe to the earth and sea)

13-17
The defeated dragon wars with the woman but God helps the 

woman and her children “who keep the commandments of 
God and hold to the testimony of Jesus”

The Beast
from the Sea

13

1a The dragon stands on the seashore

1b-6 The beast from the sea declaring blasphemes against God

7-10
The beast is given authority to war with the saints and he will 

be worshiped by those not written in the “book of life of the
Lamb who has been slain”

The Beast
from the Earth

11-18 The beast from the earth: deceives people with signs and 
causes many to follow after the beast of the sea—666

The Lamb and
the 144,000

on Mount Zion

14

1-5 The Lamb & the 144,000

Vision of the
Angel with the

Gospel

6-7 Angel announcing the Gospel & an Angel announcing 
Destruction

8

Doom for the
Worshipers of

the Beast

9-12 Doom Awaits the Beast Worshipers

13 Rest for the Martyrs

The Reapers
14-16

“A son of man” sitting on a white cloud with a golden crown 
and a sharp sickle is told to reap from the earth

17-20 A second angel with a sharp sickle and a third angel with 
power over fire are told to reap from the earth

A Scene of
Heaven

15

1 The Victorious Worship God

2-3a Victors over the beast standing on the sea of glass worshiping 
God

3b-4 Their song

5-8 The Bowls of Wrath Given to the Seven Angels

Six Bowls of 16 1 The First Six Bowls
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Division Group C V Description

Wrath

2 1st Bowl: malignant sores on those who had the mark of the 
beast and worshiped him

3 2nd Bowl: sea became blood and every living thing in the sea 
died

4-7 3rd Bowl: rivers and springs of water became blood as a result 
of the martyrdom of the saints and prophets

8-9 4th Bowl: fierce heat from the sun scorches men and they 
blaspheme God and did not repent or worship him

10-11 5th Bowl: kingdom of the beast became darkened and they 
blasphemed God and did not repent

Armageddon 12-16 6th Bowl: Euphrates River dries up preparing for the arrival of 
the kings from the east and they wage war

Seventh Bowl
of Wrath

17-21
7th Bowl: “It is done.” is declared in heaven and men 

continued to blaspheme God because of the hail and its 
plague

The Doom of
Babylon

17

1-7 Judgment of Babylon

8-13 The Beast and his kings Explained

Victory for the
Lamb

14
These will wage war with the Lamb but he Lamb will 

overcome—King of kings and Lord of lords leading His 
“chosen and faithful”

15-18 More explanation given: Events are directed by God to fulfill 
His purpose

Babylon Is
Fallen

18

1-3 Babylon Defeated

4-8 God’s people called to come out of her so that God can 
execute His judgment

Lament for
Babylon

9-10 Kings of the earth lament for Babylon

11-20 Merchants of the earth lament for Babylon

21-24 An Angel Proclaims Babylon's Fate

The Fourfold
Hallelujah

19 1a A loud voice in heaven

1b-5a
1st Hallelujah: God’s judgments are true
2nd Hallelujah: (Babylon’s) smoke rises up forever
3rd Hallelujah: 24 elders worshiped God on His throne

5b-6a A declaration is given to “Give praise to God...”

Marriage of
the Lamb

6b 4th Hallelujah: God reigns

7-8 The marriage of the Lamb is announced: the Lamb has come 
and His bride has prepared herself
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Division Group C V Description

9-10
Write: “Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage 

supper of the Lamb.”
John is told not to worship the angel speaking to him

The Coming of
Christ

11-16 Jesus, The Bridegroom – King of Kings & Lord of Lords!

17-18 An angels sends out invitations to the birds to gather for the 
great supper of God—the bodies of those who are defeated

Doom of the
Beast and

False Prophet
19-21 War with Jesus & the doom of the beast and false prophet

Satan Bound

20

1-3 Satan Bound for 1000 years

4-6 Christ Reigns for 1000 years

Satan Freed,
Doomed 7-10 The Devil, Gog and Magog Defeated

Judgment at
the Throne of

God
11-15 Judgment Before the Throne of God

The New
Heaven and

Earth

21

1-4
The new heaven and new earth are proclaimed and the new 

Jerusalem descends out of heaven, God will dwell among His
people

5-8 He who sits on the throne declares, “Behold I am making all 
things new.” 

The New
Jerusalem

9-14
One of the seven bowl angels leads John to the bride of the 

Lamb—the new Jerusalem is described

15-21 The new Jerusalem is measured

22-27
The Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple in the 

city and its residents are those written in the Lamb’s book of
life

The River and
the Tree of

Life

22 1-5 The river of the water of life flowing from the throne of God 
and of the lamb

6
John is told that his vision is true—they were given to show His

bond-servants things which must soon take place (see 1:19)

7 Jesus declares that He is coming quickly—Blessing pronounced 
to anyone who heeds the words of the prophecy

8-9
John affirms that it is he who saw and recorded the prophecy

—again he is told to worship God and no other

The Final
Message

10-11 The prophecy is not to be sealed, each man is to do whatever 
he chooses, whether doing wrong, being filthy, or practicing 
righteousness
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Division Group C V Description

12-13 Jesus again declares that He is coming quickly—Αlpha and 
Ωmega, First and Last, beginning and the end

14-15 Those blessed and those outside

16 Jesus declares the testimony of his angel to be true

17 All are invited: Come!

18-19 Warnings concerning the words of the testimony

20 Jesus again, “Yes, I am coming quickly.”

21 Blessing of grace and Amen
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studythebook.org on February 10, 2017.
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