
Ecclesiastes - Outline

Author1: Probably a compilation of the sayings of Solomon, the son of David (1:1) called the Preacher.  
The title “Ecclesiastes” is derived from the Greek form of “Preacher”.  In the Hebrew Text it is 
called Qoheleth, the Hebrew word for preacher.

Date: unknown; If Solomon wrote it, between 971-931 B.C., and probably later in life.

Occasion: If it is Solomon that wrote it, he may have been ruminating on his life of excess.

Summary: There are many themes in the book but the overriding theme is that all human endeavor 
apart from God is folly and vanity.

Group2 C V Description

The Futility of
All Endeavor

1

1-2 The Preacher's introduction and premise for the book

3-11 The futility of all human endeavors

The Futility of
Wisdom

12-15 The Preacher's quest for knowledge

16-18 The conclusion: too much knowledge can be a bad thing

The Futility of
Pleasure and
Possessions

2

1-8 The Preacher's quest for pleasure and possessions

9-11 The conclusion: this too was unsatisfying

Wisdom
Exceeds Folly 12-17 Both the wise and the fool meet the same end—death

The Futility of
Labor

18-23 The Preacher bemoans his labors will be ruined by those who inherit the 
fruits of his labors

24-26
The Preacher's realization that all things done apart from God result in 

folly

A Time for
Everything

3

1-8 Every life event has a time

9-10 God has appointed a task for man

God Set
Eternity in the
Heart of Man

11 God has placed eternity in the heart of man

12-15 All of life, even a man's labor, is a gift from God

16-22 The Preacher's despair with regard to life on earth and the presence of 
both justice and wickedness, righteousness and wickedness

The Evils of
Oppression 4

1-3 The Preacher's despair over oppression in the world

4-6 The Preacher decries labor motivated by rivalry

7-8 The Preacher promotes a balanced life: pleasure/rejoicing and work/labor

9-12 The Preacher promotes common unity

13-16 The Preacher encourages an attitude of humility and being teachable

Your Attitude
Toward God

5 1-3 Approach God in humility and in silence

4-7 Fear God and don't make hasty vows.  If you make a vow keep it quickly.

8-9 Oppression does not go unnoticed

1 ((NASB) Topical Reference Bible Book Introductions; Fee and Stuart 154; Galan et al. 96–97) 
2 (NASB) “Group” column from the headings in the NASB text.
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Group C V Description

The Folly of
Riches

10-12 Riches do not satisfy completely

13-17 The pursuit of riches does not guarantee safety

18-20 The Gifts of God: enjoy life and the work he is given to do

The Futility of
Life

6

1-6
An evil under the sun: a man blessed by God with riches but unable to 

enjoy them and another does in his place

7-9 An unsatisfied appetite is not a good thing

10-12 Man's uncertain life

Wisdom and
Folly

Contrasted
7

1-14 The Preacher encourages awareness of the temporariness of life

15-18 Don't live in extremes: not overly righteous or wise nor overly wicked or 
foolish

19-22 Everyone sins, even the righteous man; all people complain, even me

23-26 Wisdom can be undone by those who's every intent is deception

27-29 God made men upright but they pursued many “devices”

Obey Rules 8

1 Wisdom illuminates a man's countenance

2-4 Keep the commands of authorities

5-9 Living lawfully offers comfort in the uncertainties of life

10-13 Fear of God is the only sure way of living well

14-15 Sometimes the righteous experience suffering and evil men experience 
blessing; Remain faithful to God in all things

16-17 There is no end to discovering the mighty works of God in the universe

Men Are in the
Hand of God

9

1 Only God judges the life of a man

2-6 All men can expect the same fate in the end

7-9 Enjoy life while you can

Whatever Your
Hand Finds to

Do

10 Make your plans and do them now, you can't do anything when you're dead

11-12 Everyone will fail sometime; death comes suddenly

13-18 “Wisdom is better than strength”; “one sinner destroys much good”

A Little
Foolishness 10

1-4 One moment of foolishness can destroy a life

5-7 Riches are fleeting and can be lost

8-20 Shun foolish, long-winded prattling; Seek wise, industrious leaders; Don't 
curse anyone, even in the privacy of your own home

Cast Your
Bread on the

Waters
11

1-5 Diversification in investing; procrastination

6 The rewards of effort can come at any time

7-8 Don't fear the light

9-10 Learn while you are young to live to honor God and you will enjoy your 
life more

James Swanson 2 Created: 06/17/2015; Updated: 07/09/2015



Ecclesiastes - Outline

Group C V Description

Remember
God in Your

Youth
12

1-8 Remember your Creator before it is too late

9-10 Summary of the Preacher's life pursuits

Purpose of the
Preacher

11-12 Books are good but they can be wearisome

13-14 “fear God and keep His commandments”; God will judge every act, good 
or evil
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