
Acts – Outline

Author1: The author is anonymous in the text, early church tradition attribute it to Luke.

Date: The gospel of Luke was probably written first and then Acts written after that, both being finished 
in the early AD 60s.

Occasion: The book, along with the gospel of Luke, is addressed to someone named Theophilus.

Summary: The book gives a history of the church from Jesus' commissioning the disciples and His 
ascension until Paul's first arrest and imprisonment in Rome, around AD 62.

Group2 C V Description

Witnesses in Jerusalem3 — 1:1-7:60

Introduction

1

1-5 Luke's introduction; Jesus' instructions to stay in Jerusalem

6-8 Jesus commissions the disciples

The Ascension 9-11 Jesus ascends into heaven

The Upper
Room

12-14 Disciples gather in the Upper Room

15-26
Judas' replacement chosen: Matthias

qualification: with the disciples from Jesus' baptism by John until the 
resurrection

The Day of
Pentecost

2

1-4 Filling of the Holy Spirit

5-13 Disciples preach in other languages known to the listeners

Peter's Sermon 14-36 Peter preaches

The Ingathering
37-42 3000 baptized; the church begins

43-47 Life in the early church

Healing the
Lame Beggar

3

1-10 Peter and John heal a lame beggar

Peter's Second
Sermon

11-16 How the man was healed in Jesus' name

17-26 God's plan fulfilled in Jesus, beginning with the Jews

Peter and John
Arrested

4 1-4 Summary of the progress of the church (5,000 men) and the arrest of 
Peter and John

5-12 Peter speaks before the Council – salvation in no other name, Jesus

Threat and
Release

13-22 Peter and John refuse to stop preaching

23-31 Peter and John pray for God's blessing on their preaching

Sharing among 32-35 Believers shared all that they had in common

1 (Galan et al. 187–198; Fee and Stuart 296–303; ESV Study Bible 2073–2079)
2 (NASB) “Group” column from the headings in the NASB text.
3 The divisions are derived from Acts 1:7-8 NASB:  He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or 

epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority;  8  but you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth."
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Group C V Description

Believers 36-37 Joseph, Barnabas or Son of Encouragement, sold some land and gave it
to the church

Fate of Ananias
and Sapphira

5

1-6 Ananias is struck dead because he lied concerning his offering

7-11 Sapphira is struck dead for the same reason

12-16 Activities of the Apostles and the growth of the church

Imprisonment
and Release

17-21a Apostles arrested and delivered by an angel

21b-26 The Council requests the prisoners but found none

27-32 Confusion regarding how the apostles were released

Gamaliel's
Counsel

33-39 Gamaliel's counsel – wait and see

40-42 The apostles are flogged, released, and continue preaching.

Choosing of the
Seven

6

1-6 Seven men chosen to manage food distribution

7 Summary of growth of the church

8-15
Stephen performs miracles and refuted arguments; falsely accused of 

blasphemy

Stephen's
Defense

7

1 The high priest asks for explanation of Stephen

2-53

Stephen's Sermon
• v2-8, Abraham's faith
• v9-16, Joseph and patriarchs in Egypt
• v17-29, Moses' first 40 years in Egypt
• v30-34, God's appears to Moses after 40 years
• v35-43, rebellion against Moses in wilderness
• v44-50, Tabernacle and Temple
• v51-53, Murder of the Righteous One

Stephen Put to
Death

54-60 Stephen has a vision of heaven and is stoned to death

Witnesses in Judea and Samaria — 8:1-9:43

Saul Persecutes
the Church

8

1-3 Persecution of the church begins and it disperses; Saul is a principle 
persecutor

Philip in Samaria

4-8 Philip preaches in Samaria

9-13 Simon, a magician, believed and was baptized

14-24
Simon seeks to “buy” the ability to perform miracles from Peter and 

John

An Ethiopian
Receives Christ

25 Preaching in Samaria's villages

26-40 Philip preaches to an Ethiopian eunuch

The Conversion
of Saul

9 1-9 Saul confronted by Jesus on the way to Damascus

10-19a Ananias sent to Saul and he baptized Saul
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Group C V Description

Paul Begins to
Preach Christ

19b-22 Saul begins preaching

23-25 Saul escapes from a death plot in Damascus

26-30 Paul initially feared in Jerusalem, but aided by Barnabas (a man worthy 
of the name)

31 Summary statement about the Church and its growth at that time

Peter's Ministry 32-43 Peter's ministry in Lydda and Joppa

Witnesses to the remotest part of the earth — 10:1-28:31

Cornelius's
Vision

10

1-8 Cornelius's vision

9-16 Peter's vision

17-23a Cornelius's servants arrive

Peter at
Caesarea

23b-29 Peter travels to and is welcomed by Cornelius

30-33 Cornelius relates his vision to Peter

Gentiles Hear
Good News

34-43 Peter's sermon to Cornelius's household

44-48 Holy Spirit falls on the household and Peter baptizes them

Peter Reports at
Jerusalem

11

1-18 Peter reports the events at Cornelius's house to the church in Jerusalem

The Church at
Antioch

19-26 Barnabas is sent to Antioch and goes to get Saul from Tarsus

27-30
The Antioch church sends an offering to the church in Jerusalem to 

support them during the famine prophesied by Agabus

Peter's Arrest
and Deliverance

12

1-5 Herod (Agrippa I) begins persecuting the church, killing James and 
arresting Peter

6-17 Peter is led out of the prison by an angel

18-19 Herod executes Peter's guards and travels to Caesarea

Death of Herod

20-23
Herod struck down by God for not acknowledging Him after the crowd 

called him a god

24 Summary statement on the growth of the church

25 Barnabas and Saul (Paul) return to Antioch with John Mark

First Missionary
Journey

13 1-3 Prophets in Antioch; Saul and Barnabas set apart by the Holy Spirit

4-12
S & B travel to Salamis and begin preaching; Saul begins to be called 

Paul; Elymas (aka Bar-Jesus), a Jewish false prophet and magician, is 
blinded for a time for hindering the gospel

13-16a P & B travel to Perga; John Mark returns to Jerusalem; Paul preaches 
first in the synagogue
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Group C V Description

16b-41

Paul's Sermon
• v16b-25 – OT background for Jesus and John the Baptist
• v26-41 – Jesus is the Messiah/Christ, fulfilling the OT 

prophecies

42-43 People want Paul to preach again the following week

Paul Turns to
Gentiles

44-47 Paul is opposed by some of the Jews

48-52 Paul turns to the Gentiles, who greatly rejoice

Acceptance and
Opposition

14

1-7 Paul and Barnabas in preach Iconium, then flee to Lystra

8-18 Paul and Barnabas thought to be gods because of miracles

19-23 Paul is stoned, he and Barnabas leave for Derby and establish a church

24-28 The return trip to Antioch and reported on the trip

The Council at
Jerusalem

15

1-5 Paul and Barnabas sent to a council in Jerusalem regarding the keeping
of the Law

6-11 Peter defends the liberty received in Christ

12 Paul and Barnabas describe God's work among the Gentiles

James's
Judgment

13-21 James gives his decision

22-29 Emissaries sent with a letter to the Gentiles

30-35 The Antioch congregation encouraged as a result

Second
Missionary
Journey

36-41 Second Missionary Journey; Paul and Barnabas split

The Macedonian
Vision

16

1-5 Paul and Silas travel through Asia Minor visiting the churches

6-10 The pair are hindered by the Spirit from going to certain places and 
Paul has a vision of a man from Macedonia calling him to come there

11-13 Paul and Silas travel to Philippi

First Convert in
Europe

14-15 Lydia and her household is baptized

16-18
Paul casts out a demon from a girl who was being used for making 

money

19-21 The girl's masters had Paul and Silas arrested and imprisoned

Paul and Silas
Imprisoned

22-24

25-30 An earthquake shakes the jail at midnight; Paul keeps the jailer from 
killing himself

The Jailer
Converted

31-34 The jailer and his household is baptized and he cares for Paul & Silas

35-40 Paul let's them know that they were Roman citizens and they are 
released
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Group C V Description

Paul at
Thessalonica

17

1-9 The Gospel is preached in Thessalonica

Paul at Berea 10-15 The Gospel is preached in Berea

Paul at Athens 16-21 Paul travels to Athens

Sermon on Mars
Hill

22-31 Paul's sermon on Mars Hill

32-34 New believers in Athens

Paul at Corinth

18

1-4 Paul travels to Corinth; meets Aquila & Priscilla

5-11 Paul preaches in the synagogue and then to the Gentiles for 1½ years, 
bolstered by a vision

12-17
Gallio, the Roman proconsul, refused to hear the complaints of the Jews

against Paul

18-22 Paul returns to Antioch and then begins his third missionary journey

Third Missionary
Journey

23 Paul returns through Galatia and Phrygia

24-28 Apollos is preaching in Ephesus and is instructed by Priscilla & Aquila 
about the way of God

Paul at Ephesus

19

1-7
Paul teaches baptism into Christ and receiving the Holy Spirit at 

Ephesus

8-10 Paul teaches in Ephesus' synagogue first for 3 months and then 
separately for 2 years

Miracles at
Ephesus

11-20

Miracles were preformed in Jesus name by Paul
7 disciples of Sceva attacked by demon-possessed man for using the 

name of Jesus
People began giving up sinful practices and destroying things that 

outlined sinful practices

21-22 Paul sends Timothy and Erastus ahead of him into Macedonia

23-27
The Cult of Artemis seeks retribution on Paul for the gospel and loss of 

income

28-41

The city is in an uproar over the matter
Gaius and Aristarchus taken by force
Men of the city are warned against continuing the riotous behavior—

bring your case to the courts and proconsuls

Paul in
Macedonia and

Greece

20
1-6

Paul departs from Athens, traveling through Macedonia and Greece with
various people

7-12 Paul in Troas: a young man falls out of a third floor window but lives 
while Paul teaches through the night

Troas to Miletus 13-16 The group sails from Troas to Miletus on the way to Jerusalem before 
Pentecost
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Farewell to
Ephesus

17-24 Paul's farewell to the Ephesian elders, speaking of his future 
imprisonment

25-35
Paul encourages the Ephesian elders for the time of persecution that is 

to come

36-38 A sad farewell

Paul Sails from
Miletus

21

1-6
Paul's group sails from Miletus to Tyre, visiting disciple along the way, 

stayed 7 days, was warned to not go to Jerusalem

7-14 Paul's group sails from Tyre to Caesarea; Agabus prophesies of Paul's 
imprisonment

Paul at
Jerusalem

15-16 The arrival in Jerusalem, making arrangements for lodging

17-26 Paul reports to James and the elders; Paul is told to keep the Law 
regarding vows

Paul Seized in
the Temple

27-36
Asian Jews stir up the crowd in the temple against Paul and begin 

beating him
Roman cohort commander came and took Paul into custody

37-40 Paul's identity is ascertained and he asks to speak to the crowd

Paul's Defense
before the Jews 22

1-21

Paul's address to the crowd in Jerusalem
• v1-2 – Paul gets the attention of the crowd and begins 

speaking in Hebrew
• v3-5 – Paul's Jewish heritage and early persecution of 

Christians
• v6-11 – Paul's conversion on the road to Damascus
• v12-16 – Ananias' healing and Paul's baptism and his future 

prophesied
• v17-21 – Paul's vision of the Lord's call for him to go to the 

Gentiles

22-29 The crowd reacts and Paul is brought into the barracks and about to be 
scourged when his citizenship is revealed

30 Paul is brought before the Council for questioning

Paul before the
Council

23

1-5
Paul is brought before the Council
Paul chastises Ananias for having him struck w/o knowing he is the high

priest

6-10 Paul's speech causes a rousing debate and is returned to the barracks

11 That night Paul is visited by the Lord and told about going to Rome

A Conspiracy to
Kill Paul

12-15 The conspiracy to kill Paul is discovered

16-22 The conspiracy is reported by Paul's nephew to the commander

Paul Moved to 23-25 Paul is moved to Caesarea
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Group C V Description

Caesarea
26-30

The message to the governor, Felix, in Caesarea
• Address – v. 26
• Reasons for Paul being arrested and sent to Caesarea – v.27-29
• The plot to kill Paul – v. 30

31-35 The account of the trip to Caesarea

Paul before Felix 24

1-2a Tertullus, an attorney, is hired by the Sanhedrin

2b-9 Tertullus presents the case and is joined by the Jews

10-21 Paul makes his defense after acknowledgment from Felix

22-23
Felix delays his decision until Lysias the commander is available; Paul 

kept under arrest but allowed to have friends visit him

24-27
Felix would occasionally listen to Paul speak while he was being held, all

the while hoping for a bribe to release him; Paul is left in prison for 2 
years and then Porcius Festus becomes governor

Paul before
Festus

25

1-5
The Jewish leaders come to accuse Paul before Festus in Jerusalem, 

while planning to kill him

6-12 Paul refuses to return to Jerusalem

13-22 Festus tells King Agrippa & Bernice about Paul

Paul before
Agrippa

23-27 Paul summoned to appear before Festus, Agrippa & Bernice with great 
ceremony

Paul's Defense
before Agrippa 26

1 Paul's Appearance before Festus, King Agrippa & Bernice

2-23

Paul's Defense
• v2-3 – opening remarks
• v4-8 – Paul's Jewish upbringing
• v9-11 – Paul's persecution of the church
• v12-18 – Paul's conversion to Christ
• v19-23 – Paul's new life as a missionary

24-29
Festus interrupts Paul and his response and appeal to King Agrippa's 

knowledge of scripture

30-32 Agrippa's response to Paul's defense

Paul Is Sent to
Rome

27

1-3 Paul sent to Rome under the guard of a centurion named Julius

4-8 Sailing from Sidon to Crete

9-12 Paul's perception of impending loss due to weather conditions

13 The ship sets sail under a moderate wind close to Crete

Shipwreck
14-20 Weather conditions changed and sailing became impossible

21-26 Paul urges the men to eat and encourages the men with confidence in 
God's call for him to go to Rome through a vision of an angel
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27-32 Sail begin planning to abandon the ship and Paul informs the centurion 
who takes action

33-38
Paul encourages them all to take food and to be nourished, they will 

need their strength in order for no one to be lost – 276 persons

39-44 Land is spotted but the ship runs aground and breaks up; Paul keeps 
the soldiers from killing the prisoners and all made is safe to shore

Safe at Malta

28

1-6
Passengers, soldiers, and crew are all safe on Malta; Paul bitten by a 

viper and mistaken for a god

7-10 Publius made provisions for the group for three days, then became sick 
and Paul healed him and others on the island

Paul Arrives at
Rome

11-15
After 3 months, the journey to Rome proceeded and were greeted by 

many of the brethren

16-22 Paul placed under house arrest and explained his circumstances to the 
leading Jews there, who hadn't heard any bad reports about Paul

23-29
Paul speaks to the brethren concerning Jesus from the Law and the 

Prophets and that salvation is available to the Gentiles as well as the 
Jews, which caused some disagreement.

30-31 Paul lived in a rented house for two years, preaching the gospel, 
unhindered
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