
The Lord's Priestly King

Psalms 110

Group1 C V Description

The LORD Gives
Dominion to the

King
110

1-3 The King's rule is commissioned by God

4-7
The King is also a priest like Melchizedek and God will shatter His 

enemies and lift up His head

This psalm contains one of the many messianic prophecies that the Jewish people were so interested in
seeing fulfilled.  In it the King is said to also be a priest after the order of Melchizedek.  The psalmist, 
David, makes clear that it would be God who would establish the kingdom and shatter the enemies of 
His King.

This psalm is quoted by Jesus in Matthew 22, Mark 12 and Luke 20 when He asks the Pharisees who 
David was addressing and then applying the text to Himself.

Matthew 22:41-46 NASB  Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked
them a question:  42  "What do you think about the Christ, whose son is He?" They *said 
to Him, "The son of David."  43  He *said to them, "Then how does David in the Spirit 
call Him 'Lord,' saying,  44  'THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, "SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL 
I PUT YOUR ENEMIES BENEATH YOUR FEET"'?  45  "If David then calls Him 'Lord,' how is 
He his son?"  46  No one was able to answer Him a word, nor did anyone dare from that 
day on to ask Him another question.

Mark 12:35-37 NASB  And Jesus began to say, as He taught in the temple, "How is it 
that the scribes say that the Christ is the son of David?  36  "David himself said in the 
Holy Spirit, 'THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, "SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, UNTIL I PUT YOUR 
ENEMIES BENEATH YOUR FEET."'  37  "David himself calls Him 'Lord'; so in what sense is 
He his son?" And the large crowd enjoyed listening to Him.

Luke 20:41-44 NASB  Then He said to them, "How is it that they say the Christ is 
David's son?  42  "For David himself says in the book of Psalms, 'THE LORD SAID TO MY 
LORD, "SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND,  43  UNTIL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL FOR 
YOUR FEET."'  44  "Therefore David calls Him 'Lord,' and how is He his son?"

It is also quoted by Peter when he addressed the crowds on the Day of Pentecost shortly after Jesus' 
death, burial, resurrection, and ascension.

Acts 2:32-36 NASB  "This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses.  33 
"Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the 
Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and 
hear.  34  "For it was not David who ascended into heaven, but he himself says: 'THE 
LORD SAID TO MY LORD, "SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND,  35  UNTIL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A 
FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR FEET."'  36  "Therefore let all the house of Israel know for 
certain that God has made Him both Lord and Christ--this Jesus whom you crucified."

The writers of Hebrews also references this psalm in his descriptions of Jesus being better than angels 
and His priesthood being better than the Levitical priests.

Hebrews 1:13 NASB  But to which of the angels has He ever said, "SIT AT MY RIGHT 
HAND, UNTIL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR FEET"?

Hebrews 5:5-6, 10 NASB  So also Christ did not glorify Himself so as to become a high 

1 (NASB) “Group” column from the headings in the NASB text.
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priest, but He who said to Him, "YOU ARE MY SON, TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU";  6  
just as He says also in another passage, "YOU ARE A PRIEST FOREVER ACCORDING TO THE
ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK." … 10  being designated by God as a high priest according to 
the order of Melchizedek.

Hebrews 6:19-20 NASB  This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure 
and steadfast and one which enters within the veil,  20  where Jesus has entered as a 
forerunner for us, having become a high priest forever according to the order of 
Melchizedek.

Hebrews 7:1-3, 11, 17, 20-22 NASB  For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the
Most High God, who met Abraham as he was returning from the slaughter of the kings 
and blessed him,  2  to whom also Abraham apportioned a tenth part of all the spoils, 
was first of all, by the translation of his name, king of righteousness, and then also king
of Salem, which is king of peace.  3  Without father, without mother, without 
genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of 
God, he remains a priest perpetually. … 11  Now if perfection was through the Levitical 
priesthood (for on the basis of it the people received the Law), what further need was 
there for another priest to arise according to the order of Melchizedek, and not be 
designated according to the order of Aaron? … 17  For it is attested of Him, "YOU ARE A 
PRIEST FOREVER ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK." … 20  And inasmuch as 
it was not without an oath  21  (for they indeed became priests without an oath, but 
He with an oath through the One who said to Him, "THE LORD HAS SWORN AND WILL 
NOT CHANGE HIS MIND, 'YOU ARE A PRIEST FOREVER'");  22  so much the more also Jesus
has become the guarantee of a better covenant.

Finally, the apostle John, in the introduction to the book of Revelation, describes the churches to 
whom he is writing, and subsequently to all Christians, as being made into a kingdom and priests to 
God, to His glory.

Revelation 1:4-6 NASB  John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and 
peace, from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits 
who are before His throne,  5  and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn 
of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us and released 
us from our sins by His blood—  6  and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His 
God and Father--to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

There is other imagery described in this psalm that references concepts in other bible books but, for 
Christians, this is by far the most compelling concept for us to understand—Jesus our eternal High 
Priest, ever making intercession for us.
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Note: This was originally published by me on studythebook.org on February 3, 2016.
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