
Job Repents; God Rebukes; God Abundantly Restores

Job 42

Group1 C V Description

Job’s Confession

42

1-6 Job acknowledges his error before God and repents

God is
Displeases with
Job’s Friends

7-9
God chastises Eliphaz and his friends and tells them to offer a 

sacrifice and Job will pray for them because they did not speak for 
God

God Restores
Job’s Fortunes 10-17

God restores Job’s fortunes and he is comforted and blessed his latter 
days more than his beginning.

Reflections

With humility of heart, Job acknowledges his error in questioning God and he repents.  Job admits that 
he had heard about God but now, through this experience, his eyes has seen God at work in his life.  
Any time a person has this kind of experience, they are forever changed.

In the second section, God rebukes Job’s friends—Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar—for speaking about 
things, especially the character of God, of which they know very little.  God tells them to take 7 bulls 
and 7 rams and go to Job and offer burnt offerings and ask Job to pray for them.  It is my opinion that 
they were to go to Job to ask him to forgive them and offer sacrifices in accordance with repentance.  
Then, if Job forgives them, so will God.

The chapter and the book closes with God restoring all that Job had lost, and then some.  The Bible 
Knowledge Commentary adds this to the closing of Job.

Job’s vision of God’s transcendence and his ensuing repentance paved the way for his 
forgiveness of and intercessory praying for his three friends. Then his forgiving spirit 
toward them paved the way for God to bless him. His painful disease was cured either 
at this time or immediately after his repentance (Job 42:6).2

While not all the answers to why there is suffering in the world are answered in this book, it does 
address some.  In particular, not all suffering is the result of sin on the part of the person who is 
suffering.  Sometimes suffering will reveal sinful attitudes in the person’s heart which were previously 
unknown or untested.  Humility before God is essential in dealing with difficult circumstances and 
people.

One of the best ways for us to understand the Bible is to see how books in the bible refer to Job’s 
experience.

James 5:7-12 NASB  Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer 
waits for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and 
late rains.  8  You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.  9 
Do not complain, brethren, against one another, so that you yourselves may not be judged; 
behold, the Judge is standing right at the door.  10  As an example, brethren, of suffering and 
patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.  11  We count those blessed 
who endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord’s
dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful.  12  But above all, my brethren, do
not swear, either by heaven or by earth or with any other oath; but your yes is to be yes, and 
your no, no, so that you may not fall under judgment.

1 (NASB) “Group” column from the headings in the NASB text.
2 (Walvoord and Zuck on Job 42:10-11) 
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Here are some other verses that speak of God’s compassion and mercy.3

Exodus 34:6-7 NASB  Then the LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed, “The 
LORD, the LORD God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 
lovingkindness and truth;  7  who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives 
iniquity, transgression and sin; yet He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished,
visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the grandchildren to the third
and fourth generations.”

Numbers 14:18 NASB  ‘The LORD is slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, 
forgiving iniquity and transgression; but He will by no means clear the guilty, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth 
generations.’

1 Chronicles 21:13 NASB  David said to Gad, “I am in great distress; please let me fall 
into the hand of the LORD, for His mercies are very great. But do not let me fall 
into the hand of man.”

2 Chronicles 30:7-9 NASB  “Do not be like your fathers and your brothers, who were 
unfaithful to the LORD God of their fathers, so that He made them a horror, as you 
see.  8  Now do not stiffen your neck like your fathers, but yield to the LORD and 
enter His sanctuary which He has consecrated forever, and serve the LORD your 
God, that His burning anger may turn away from you.  9  For if you return to the 
LORD, your brothers and your sons will find compassion before those who led them 
captive and will return to this land. For the LORD your God is gracious and 
compassionate, and will not turn His face away from you if you return to Him.”

Nehemiah 9:16-17 NASB  “But they, our fathers, acted arrogantly; They became 
stubborn and would not listen to Your commandments.  17  They refused to listen, 
And did not remember Your wondrous deeds which You had performed among them;
So they became stubborn and appointed a leader to return to their slavery in 
Egypt. But You are a God of forgiveness, Gracious and compassionate, Slow to anger
and abounding in lovingkindness; And You did not forsake them.”

Nehemiah 9:31 NASB  “Nevertheless, in Your great compassion You did not make an end 
of them or forsake them, For You are a gracious and compassionate God.”

Psalms 25:6-7 NASB  Remember, O LORD, Your compassion and Your lovingkindnesses, 
For they have been from of old.  7  Do not remember the sins of my youth or my 
transgressions; According to Your lovingkindness remember me, For Your goodness’ 
sake, O LORD.

Psalms 51:1 NASB  Be gracious to me, O God, according to Your lovingkindness; 
According to the greatness of Your compassion blot out my transgressions.

Psalms 78:38 NASB  But He, being compassionate, forgave their iniquity and did not 
destroy them; And often He restrained His anger And did not arouse all His wrath.

Psalms 86:3-5 NASB  Be gracious to me, O Lord, For to You I cry all day long.  4  Make 
glad the soul of Your servant, For to You, O Lord, I lift up my soul.  5  For You, Lord,
are good, and ready to forgive, And abundant in lovingkindness to all who call upon
You.

Psalms 86:15 NASB  But You, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, Slow to anger 
and abundant in lovingkindness and truth.

Psalms 103:8-13 NASB  The LORD is compassionate and gracious, Slow to anger and 

3 (Torrey on “the Lord is” in James 5:11) 
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abounding in lovingkindness.  9  He will not always strive with us, Nor will He keep 
His anger forever.  10  He has not dealt with us according to our sins, Nor rewarded
us according to our iniquities.  11  For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
So great is His lovingkindness toward those who fear Him.  12  As far as the east is 
from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us.  13  Just as a 
father has compassion on his children, So the LORD has compassion on those who 
fear Him.

Psalms 116:5 NASB  Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; Yes, our God is compassionate.
Psalms 119:132 NASB  Turn to me and be gracious to me, After Your manner with those 

who love Your name.
Psalms 136:1-26; 
Psalms 136:1 NASB  Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, For His lovingkindness is 

everlasting. … 26  Give thanks to the God of heaven, For His lovingkindness is 
everlasting.

Psalms 145:8 NASB  The LORD is gracious and merciful; Slow to anger and great in 
lovingkindness.

Isaiah 55:6-7 NASB  Seek the LORD while He may be found; Call upon Him while He is 
near.  7  Let the wicked forsake his way And the unrighteous man his thoughts; And 
let him return to the LORD, And He will have compassion on him, And to our God, 
For He will abundantly pardon.

Isaiah 63:7-9 NASB  I shall make mention of the lovingkindnesses of the LORD, the 
praises of the LORD, According to all that the LORD has granted us, And the great 
goodness toward the house of Israel, Which He has granted them according to His 
compassion And according to the abundance of His lovingkindnesses.  8  For He 
said, “Surely, they are My people, Sons who will not deal falsely.” So He became 
their Savior.  9  In all their affliction He was afflicted, And the angel of His 
presence saved them; In His love and in His mercy He redeemed them, And He 
lifted them and carried them all the days of old.

Lamentations 3:22-26 NASB  The LORD’S lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, For His 
compassions never fail.  23  They are new every morning; Great is Your 
faithfulness.  24  “The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, “Therefore I have hope 
in Him.”  25  The LORD is good to those who wait for Him, To the person who seeks 
Him.  26  It is good that he waits silently For the salvation of the LORD.

Daniel 9:9-10 NASB  “To the Lord our God belong compassion and forgiveness, for we 
have rebelled against Him;  10  nor have we obeyed the voice of the LORD our God,
to walk in His teachings which He set before us through His servants the prophets.

Daniel 9:17-19 NASB  “So now, our God, listen to the prayer of Your servant and to his 
supplications, and for Your sake, O Lord, let Your face shine on Your desolate 
sanctuary.  18  O my God, incline Your ear and hear! Open Your eyes and see our 
desolations and the city which is called by Your name; for we are not presenting 
our supplications before You on account of any merits of our own, but on account 
of Your great compassion.  19  O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, listen and 
take action! For Your own sake, O my God, do not delay, because Your city and Your
people are called by Your name.”

Joel 2:12-13 NASB  “Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “Return to Me with all your 
heart, And with fasting, weeping and mourning;  13  And rend your heart and not 
your garments.” Now return to the LORD your God, For He is gracious and 
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compassionate, Slow to anger, abounding in lovingkindness And relenting of evil.
Jonah 4:2 NASB  He prayed to the LORD and said, “Please LORD, was not this what I 

said while I was still in my own country? Therefore in order to forestall this I fled to
Tarshish, for I knew that You are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger 
and abundant in lovingkindness, and one who relents concerning calamity.”

Micah 7:18-19 NASB  Who is a God like You, who pardons iniquity And passes over the 
rebellious act of the remnant of His possession? He does not retain His anger 
forever, Because He delights in unchanging love.  19  He will again have compassion
on us; He will tread our iniquities under foot. Yes, You will cast all their sins Into 
the depths of the sea.

Luke 1:49-50 NASB  “For the Mighty One has done great things for me; And holy is His 
name.  50  ”AND HIS MERCY IS UPON GENERATION AFTER GENERATION TOWARD 
THOSE WHO FEAR HIM.

Luke 6:35-36 NASB  “But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing 
in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for 
He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men.  36  Be merciful, just as your Father 
is merciful.”

Romans 2:1-4 NASB  Therefore you have no excuse, everyone of you who passes 
judgment, for in that which you judge another, you condemn yourself; for you who 
judge practice the same things.  2  And we know that the judgment of God rightly 
falls upon those who practice such things.  3  But do you suppose this, O man, when
you pass judgment on those who practice such things and do the same yourself, 
that you will escape the judgment of God?  4  Or do you think lightly of the riches 
of His kindness and tolerance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God 
leads you to repentance?

Ephesians 1:5-8a NASB  He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to 
Himself, according to the kind intention of His will,  6  to the praise of the glory of 
His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.  7  In Him we have 
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of His grace  8  which He lavished on us.

Ephesians 2:4-7 NASB  But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with 
which He loved us,  5  even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us 
alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),  6  and raised us up with
Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,  7  so that in 
the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus.

There and Then: Here and Now
Answer the questions below as you reflect on your own life and this part of our study*: my LOG vs 
others SPECK.  Here are some possible responses I’ve identified from the text that might apply to 
anyone.

S – Are there sins for me to avoid or confess?
•

P – Are there promises from God for me to claim?
•

* Navigator Bible Study Handbook (with additions) & Matthew 7:1-5.
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E – Are there examples for me to follow or avoid?
•

C – Are there commands for me to obey?
•

K – How has this passage increased my knowledge about God / Jesus / Holy Spirit?
•
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