
Prophecy Concerning Pharaoh and Egypt

Jeremiah 46

Group1 C V Description

Defeat of
Pharaoh
Foretold

46

1 Jeremiah's prophecies concerning the nations

2-12 The message to Pharaoh Neco

13-24 The message concerning the coming of Babylon

25-26 God's promise to fulfill

27-28 The message concerning the Israelites

Verse 1 serves as an introduction to a portion that covers the rest if the book in which Jeremiah shares 
the prophecies he receives regarding the various nations around Israel and includes prophecies about 
Israel as well.

The first nation addressed is Egypt.  In particular, Jeremiah is prophesying about the loss Egypt 
experienced when they tried to conqueror Babylon as the power of the Assyrians diminished.  This 
defeat took place at Carchemish2, which is located at the northern end of the Euphrates River, close to 
Haran.

In this section Jeremiah describes the utter defeat that took place and how Egypt's armies and 
mercenaries were no match for the forces of Babylon.  Isaiah had prophesied that He would use 
Babylon to execute His judgment on the nations but also their time would end as a power and God 
would return a remnant to Israel (Isaiah 13:1,19; 14:4,22; 21:9; 39:1,3,6,7; 43:14; 47:1; 48:14,20).

Next, in verses 13-26, Jeremiah describes the victory that Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon would have over 
Egypt in their land.  The message is telling the people who were transported to Egypt were to prepare 

1 (NASB) “Group” column from the headings in the NASB text.
2 (Shepherd; Walton et al.)  
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their baggage and be ready to move because Egypt's destruction was about to come.

Finally in verses 27-28, the Lord's message to the Jews through Jeremiah is “do not fear.”  Why?  
Because God promises to save them from afar.  He will bring to an end the nations around them but He 
will not do that to them.  He will correct and not leave them unpunished but will also return them to 
the land.
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