
Athaliah Makes Herself Queen; Joash is Saved and Made King

2 Kings 11

Group1 C V Description

Athaliah Queen
of Judah 11

1-3
Athaliah secures her position on the throne by killing off all the royal 

offspring, but Joash, her grandson, who was an infant, is saved by 
Jehosheba, Ahaziah's sister

4-8
Jehoiada, the priest, took and gave instructions to the royal guard to 

make Joash king.

9-12 The royal guards did all that Jehoiada the priest said to do.

13-16 Athaliah is executed by the royal guards

17-20 Jehoiada made a covenant between the Lord, the king and the people

21 Joash becomes king at age 7

Reflections

This chapter is pretty self-explanatory.  Athaliah, Ahab’s daughter, upon seeing that Ahaziah is dead, 
makes herself queen in his place and seeks to secure her place on the throne by executing all of the 
royal offspring, most of which had been executed by Jehu in the previous chapter.  However, Jehosheba
seeks to save one of the youngest, Ahaziah's son, Joash.  She is described as Ahaziah's sister but not as 
Athaliah’s daughter, so it might be assumed that she was from a different wife of Joram.

After seven years, Jehoiada the priest makes arrangements with the royal guard for Joash to be 
crowned as king, which they do.  In the process, Athaliah was executed by the royal guard as well.  
Thus the legacy of the evil of Ahab is finally extinguished in the land of Judah as well.

The key to this chapter is that Athaliah was trying to take something that wasn’t hers to take because 
she wasn’t of the house of David, at least not by blood.  She as only in the royal palace by marriage.  
So she could not fulfill the covenant God made with David of always having a descendant of his on the 
throne of Judah.

Why Jehoiada waited until Joash was 7 to do this, we don’t really know.  Probably so that he could 
instruct him enough in the ways of the Lord first and thus prepare him to serve on the throne God 
granted to David’s descendants.

There and Then: Here and Now
Answer the questions below as you reflect on your own life and this part of our study2: my LOG vs 
others SPECK.  Here are some possible responses I’ve identified from the text that might apply to 
anyone.

S – Are there sins for me to avoid or confess?
•

P – Are there promises from God for me to claim?
•

E – Are there examples for me to follow or avoid?
•

C – Are there commands for me to obey?
•

1 (NASB) “Group” column from the headings in the NASB text.
2 Navigator Bible Study Handbook (The Navigators), with additions & Matthew 7:1-5.
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K – How has this passage increased my knowledge about God / Jesus / Holy Spirit?
•
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